
Townlands I love so well! 
  

            It must have been back-money that persuaded me to buy a two volume dictionary in 
the 1970’s! A salesman called to the school selling “The New Grolier Webster International 
Dictionary of the English Language”, 58cm X 22cm X 5cm each. Every conceivable word in 
the language then had to be in it. 
            Lo and behold when I came to write this article the word “Townland” was not to be 
found in this pricey purchase! Google revealed all. Townland/Baile Fearainn is a small 
geographical division of land used in Ireland of Gaelic origin, predating the Normans – pure 
Irish it could be said and Wicklow has 1,370 of them! 
            My immediate townlands are Kilpedder, Johnstown, Bromley, Holywell, 
Killickabawn (Willow Grove) and Downs. 
            Kilpedder is bisected by the N11 into East and West, the East being four times larger 
than the village on the West side and covering about 160 acres between them. The village 
consists of a pub, a shop and a number of houses and on the East side is a garage and some 
houses, known locally as Sunnybank. The name Kilpedder/Cill Pheadair the experts say, was 
an Anglo-Norman dedication to St. Peter and may have been a church attached to a local 
castle, but no evidence of church ruins exist. 
            The townland just north of Kilpedder is Johnstown. 17th century records show people 
living here at the time and Christ Church Delgany burial records dated 1666 name a Rose 
Quine of Johnstown. In 1669 the Hearth Money Rolls (tax) was levied on a Mark Quine for 
three chimneys! A Johnstown house is mentioned in the 1901 census and Arthur Barny, a 
farmer, is living there, his family having settled here in the early 19th century. A family called 
Chapman were living here until 1976. Farmland in Johnstown became sites for houses in the 
mid 1970’s and Glenview Park (where I live) with 70+ houses in it date from that time, built 
by Woods of Greystones. 
            Immediately to the east of Johnstown is Bromley which was once part of the townland 
of Kilpedder but was sub-divided in the late 18th century. Bromley House, built in the years 
1790-1810 has the appearance of a 19thcentury villa, on a hillside with views of mountains 
and sea on a holding of 71 acres. “Bromley” is an old English word meaning “a clearing 
where brambles grow” and it became a family name also. A Mr. Gordon Tombe built a 
schoolhouse on the grounds at Bromley to instruct local children. The house still stands and is 
privately owned. Many familes over the years lived in Bromley house. Probably the most 
historically famous name became owner of Bromley in 1880. It was Major Edward Henry 
Charles Wellesley. The Wellesleys were descended from an Anglo-Irish family of Saxon 
origin. Dengen or Dangan Castle in Co. Meath and the Lordships of Dengan and Mornington 
came into possession of the Wellesleys in 1411 and as can be guessed, Major Edward was a 
relation of this side of the family from which Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington 
(1769-1830) descended. It should be remembered that apart from beating Napoleon, he 
invented the Wellington boot!  
            Major Wellesley (1866-1937), according to neighbours, was a friendly man and in the 
1930’s allowed the local soccer team in Kilpedder to use the schoolhouse as a clubhouse! The 
1911 census records the fact that in Bromley House on census night were the Major, his wife 
Claudine, 5 children and 5 domestic servants. Following the Major’s death in 1937, the 
Bromley estate totalling 200 acres was sold at auction. It remains a family home to this day. 
            Further north of Johnstown/Bromley is Holywell townland (23 acres). As is obvious, 
the name derives from three Holy Wells found in the immediate area. People lived there from 
the late 17th century. A family called Delamere moved to Holywell House in the early 1800’s 
and a Rev. Dr. Lewis Delamere opened a boarding school for young gentlemen there. A 
visitor to the school during the years 1822-57 described it as “a respectable and well 



conducted school”. The school was in the middle of a very large rookery. The pupils told him 
they would “rather have the crows than any mate you could give them”. An advertisment in 
the Irish Times, dated 3rd August 1865 invited parents to inspect the school. It was still open 
in 1892 as the East Wicklow Polling Register lists Rev. Delamere as the rated occupier of 
Holywell. But sad to say, by 1910 the Delamere family had moved from Holywell and during 
a two day auction in November of that year, all house contents and outdoor effects were sold. 
Locals say the Black and Tans occupied the house in the 1920’s. As years passed Holywell 
was dismantled and sold, eventually becoming derelict and overgrown. Today it is 
remembered by a house in this townland bearing the name Holywell House. 
            To the North of Holywell townland is Killickabawn, or Willow Grove (85 acres). 
“Killick” is a Scotts/Gallic word meaning “a heavy stone or weight used by a small craft as 
an anchor” and “bawn” as we know, was an enclosure around a farmhouse where animals 
would be kept safely. There is a neighbouring townland called Tinnapark with a residence 
called Tinnapark House, built between 1810-1827 and in 1853 John Clark and his wife 
bought it. They were Presbyterian missionaries and he was a descendant of the famous Clark 
thread manufacturing family of Paisley in Scotland. A James Clark is credited with inventing 
the wooden spool or bobbin. John set up a bobbin making factory in Tinnapark. In the factory 
were three machines and three circular saws. Bobbins were cut in the rough and then 
exported to Scotland for finishing. The Clarks bought trees at auction for the manufacturing 
process. They employed people mostly from Scotland and Ulster. The Griffith Valuation 
(1848-1864) shows many Scottish families had settled in the area. Also a Mission Station 
(chapel) was opened in Johnstown as there was a demand for Presbyterian services and 
schooling. Hopefully this explains the Killickabawn townland and its Scottish connection. 
            Immediately to its north and part of it is Willow Grove. There is a pub at the 
crossroads there called “Grove Bar”. A left turn here will bring you to a nearby townland 
called Altidore and here at Altidore Castle lives the Emmet family, descendants of Thomas 
Addis Emmet and his brother Robert.  
            Straight ahead at the crossroads is Old Downs Road and to the right is Drummin 
Lane, once part of the main road from Dublin to Wexford (N11). 
            In the late 18th century a roadside Inn and public house was run by the Booth family at 
Willow Grove. A family named Devereux had been living in the Downs area since the early 
19th century and Robert ran a public house near the Downs fairgreen. The family moved to 
Willow Grove in about 1850 and Robert farmed at Killickabawn and had a pub with a 
residence attached in Willow Grove. A photo in the book “Kilpedder” by Helen Ledwidge, 
shows Devereux’s thatched pub around 1870 known as the Grove Bar. The family continued 
running the pub and a small shop to the side and the Devereux children attended the Downs 
school in Fair Green. Despite being by-passed in the early 1970’s, the Grove Bar is very 
popular with locals, visitors, musicians and artists. Colm Devereux ran the Grove for years 
until his death in 2007. The Grove was sold and bought by Doyles, a local family. 
            All of that brings me back to where I started in part 1 on the Old Downs Road. To 
sum up, it really was a geographical and historical ramble on my part and made me realise I 
live in a very special place. 
 


