
Coffe with John Hume 
 

In 2010 I qualified for the ROI Senior Smart Pass. So, along with my Free Travel and this Pass I could travel 
the 32 counties of Ireland. 
 In August of that year my wife and I decided to travel to Northern Ireland for a short holiday. We 
travelled on the 2nd of August on the Enterprise to Belfast’s Victoria Station. Next door to the station is the 
Europa Hotel where we had booked a one night stay. We arrived in the early afternoon and later in the day 
did a bus tour of the City. We visited the Falls Rd and the Shankill areas and then we travelled past Harland 
and Wolff shipyards and saw the giant cranes nicknamed Samson and Goliath in the Belfast docks area. They 
are now landmark structures of the City. The bus then took us to view Stormont Parliament building which 
looked very impressive on a hill at the end of a long driveway on the Stormont Estate. Then back to the city 
through leafy Malone Rd! 
 Next day, the 3rd of August, we boarded the train to Derry where we had booked a 2 night stay at the Da 
Vinci Ramada Hotel on Culmore Rd in the city.  
 The following day, Wednesday, we walked and stood on the Walls of Derry, visited a historical museum 
of the Orange Order and stood at the iconic “You are now entering Free Derry” on a gable end. On the 
Waterfront we saw a Tesco supermarket  and decided to go in for a coffee. The store itself had the shopping 
aisles in front as you went in the door and down to the right was the sitdown food area. We got our coffees, 
went to a table and sat down. Moments later a voice behind us said “How are you supposed to open these 
things?”. We turned round and there sitting at a table on his own was John Hume! He was holding the small 
milk container in his hands. Magdalen, my wife, took it and prised it open. He immediately asked us to sit at 
his table. He asked us where we were from and why we were in Derry. We told him it was our first time in 
Derry. He was very curious about Wicklow and I told him of the Parnell Summer School in Avondale that I 
attend each year in August. It so happened I was going to it the following week. He said he would love to get 
an opportunity to speak at one and I told him I would mention it when there. 
 Too soon we had finished our coffees and John then said he would like to give us a little memento of our 
first visit to Derry. He mentioned that his wife Pat was shopping and she had the keys to the car. He asked us 
to go with him towards the exit and when he saw his wife with a trolley along one of the aisles he went to her 
and got the keys. We went outside with him and he went across the carpark to his car. When he came back he 
handed me a “Babypower” and told us it had been made specially for him. We shook hands and said goodbye 
and thanked him. We had just begun to walk away when he called us and came towards us. “Don’t forget 
about the Parnell Summer School” he said, “I don’t want any fee, just a place to stay”. I assured him I 
wouldn’t forget. The following week I did tell about our meeting with John Hume and his request to speak 
there but sadly, it never happened. 
  
 Written on the label of the “Babypower” is -  

“The Tyrconnell Single Malt Irish Whiskey 
Specially Bottled to Honour 
John Hume MLA MP MEP 

Nobel Peace Prize 
10 December 1998”. 

 
 

 
We treasure it.  
 
Seán Ó Gormáin. 


