
Lockdown 2020 : MORRISCASTLE. By Carmel Dempsey 
 
Morriscastle Strand is a long expanse of sandy beach, part of the longest sandy 
beach in the country stretching  from Cahore, past Ballyconnigar ( Saving 
Private Ryan ) all the way to Curacloe and beyond to Raven Point at Wexford 
Town. Normally Morriscastle is full of visitors and holidaymakers, families and 
local residents but since March the Beach and its surroundings have been 
deserted. Holiday Parks are closed, Holiday Homes locked and no access to 
Beach Car Park . 
Early Morning Beach Walks have been sheer delight with a small number of 
dog walkers, joggers, walkers and some hardy sea swimmers. A brisk walk at 
the water’s edge has lifted  spirits and given enthusiasm  for all the efforts of 
the days ahead : Cleaning, Sorting, Decluttering, Knitting, Reading, Exercise 
Classes, Baking and Cooking,  with some TV. All very demanding and energetic 
pursuits! On occasions the Irish Sea can mirror the mood of frustration and 
disappointment at the temporary absence of family and friends. The sea can 
roar and wind howl in gales similar to Atlantic Shores. During the fabulous 
sunny days of May, images of Mediterranean Beaches in South of France and 
Spain came to mind with beautiful calm sea and soft silky sand. Beach walks 
whether long or short present new vistas and experiences on a daily basis. 
Sometimes it is only a little paddle or the feel  of the golden sand underfoot 
which brings a smile and a sense of contentment. 
 
Excitement on the Beach at the sight of a Fishing Trawler in the distance. 
Surprise at the discovery of Fish Boxes from Castletownbeare, Aberdeen and 
the Netherlands which when dragged along the beach and brought home are 
now growing great crops of carrots for the gardener in my life! Concern and 
worry one Sunday morning when a seal was discovered on the Strand. Contact 
was made with Seal Rescue Ireland in Courtown who assured us that the seal 
was resting. They monitored the situation and reported that happily the seal 
made a safe return to the water. The joys of sharing this experience with 6 
year old grandson in Dubai who wanted to know “ How will the seal get back in 
the water?” and “ Why did the seal come ashore?” 
 
Morning walks finish with a trip to the shop in Kilmuckridge for the Paper and 
some freshly baked croissants before heading home for a late breakfast ! The 
Holiday Parks are opening soon. The visitors and tourists will be welcomed to 
share this gem of  Sandy Beach in the Sunny South East. Let’s hope there is 
plenty of Sunshine  for all our enjoyment. HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE 
Carmel in WEXFORD. 



 

 

 


