
A Historical Ramble  
Part 1. 

 
 I would say that very few people reading this have not travelled through the Glen of the 
Downs over the years. But I do wonder, how many of the same people know of the 
existence of the Downs Village to the west of this Glen? 
 Some years ago I bought a book called “Kilpedder: A history of its People” written by 
Helen Ledwidge (2013). It detailed information, not only on Kilpedder, where I live, but 
also the townlands surrounding the village including Downs Village. I marvelled at all the 
detail contained in this book when I read it. 
 Then the pandemic arrived in 2020 as we all know. I had a hip replacement at the end of 
2019, which did not cause the virus I hasten to add!, but I needed exercise and along with 
my wife, it took the form of walking in this locality. Having read the book again this created 
a desire to explore an area I have lived in for 30 years. 
 This walk took us along a road called Old Downs Road, Sean Bhóthar an Dúin, in a 
loop of about 6km. Dún meaning hill or fort and Downs being the English equivalent. 
Clockwise one day and anti-clockwise the next for variety!. At the end of the Old Downs 
Road a steep hill leads to a junction with Drummin Lane, which formerly was part of the 
Dublin/Wexford main road (old N11). 
 For this article I will just concentrate on the Old Downs Road and the village which was 
once a thriving community. 
 Walking North along the Old Downs Road nowadays it is quite level for maybe 3 or 4 
km. The village lay to the west on high ground on the edge of Downs Hill and above the 
beautiful Glen of the Downs. Near it are the ruins of the 11th century St. Mary’s Church. It 
was a thriving village and from the 15th century fairs took place four times a year on the 
Fairgreen where mainly cattle and pigs were sold. Those fairs continued up to the late 19th 
century. There were at least 5 public houses in the Downs area and today, as you walk along 
the Old Downs Road, one closed, ivy covered pub called Rock’s Bar is there, silent and 
deserted. Near the Fairgreen was the Downs National Girls/Boys school. Some surnames of 
residents back then were Byrne, White, Elliott, Stanley, Butler, Edwards and Welsh. Census 
records show there were 50 houses in the Downs Village. 
 But all was to change dramatically. In 1789 mail coaches were introduced and many 
roads were considered too hilly. The coaches passed through the Glen of the Downs, and 
having passed the old post office at the Drummin Lane junction, had to climb the very steep 
hill leading up to the village. This had to change so a new road was built (Dublin/Wexford 
Road) in 1814 which by-passed Downs Village, going instead through Kilpedder and on 
southwards. The post office was later converted into a schoolhouse which had pupils from 
the surrounding areas and Downs Village was slowly abandoned, sadly, due to progress it 
might be said! 
 
Part 2. Other Aspects   ...to follow! 


