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Editorial Comment
Restoration of Full Pensions

Comhnasc General Editor:
Denis Desmond
Editor:

While considerable progress has been made to date in the campaign
to reverse the cuts to our pensions under FEMPI – see July issue
“Comhnasc” – there is still a long way to go. We welcome the orderly
restoration of pensions beginning next January but some 25,000
retired public servants will still be quite a distance from full
General Secretary, R.T.A.I.,
Denis Desmond
restoration post January 2018. Many of these are our members. In
fact I stand corrected on minimising the figure in July but the statistics have now been fully
worked out and any of our members who had even a small extra allowance over the basic salary
will still be awaiting the final phase of restoration. We have been promised full restoration by
the Minister in writing but this final phase has not yet been dated and this is of concern to us.
We maintain pressure through the INTO and are still very active through the Alliance of
Retired Public Servants. In fact when I finish this article I go to Buswell’s Hotel where we
maintain a stand all day to meet TD’s and Senators all of whom have been invited and we
expect a good turnout. Elections are in the air and all elected persons are aware that a very large
percentage of our people do indeed believe in voting. Remember – the Alliance represents
110,000 retired public servants and their families. You can also do your bit by lobbying all
candidates who come to your doors.
We look for the three R’s:- Restore our Pensions fully;
Reduce / Remove USC;
Recommence Parity.
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Retirement of General Secretary.
Twenty two years ago this month I wrote my first “Newsletter” for RTA (now RTAI). It was two
sides of an A4 and was distributed twice yearly (November and May) to less than 2,500 members
through the branch secretaries who posted it out with notices of their meetings. We have
indeed come a long way. I enjoyed the challenge from the beginning of building the Association
by establishing a proper branch network, strengthening the finances at branch and at national
level and by professionalising everything with full-time staff and proper offices within the INTO
“family”. Today as we move towards 10,000 members in 33 branches I believe that we have an
Association that we can be proud of. I acknowledge and thank the National Executive
Committee members and all branch officers down the years. Without them and the support of
members we could not have achieved what we have. I remember especially the generosity and
appreciation of members throughout the country. It is a unique group of people and I feel
privileged and honoured to have worked with you. “Ar scáth a chéile a mhairimíd”. Guím Nollaig
faoi shéan agus aithbhliain faoi mhaise ar gach ball de Chumann Múinteoirí Scortha na hÉireann agus
go bhfága Dia an tsláinte agaibh uilig.
Slán agus Beannacht.
Cover: Skellig Michael - Taken by John Derby (Tipperary Branch).
The Copy date for the next Issue is:

Wednesday 13th January, 2016
Please note our address for your submissions. It is editor@rtaireland.ie We welcome your stories, poems, photographs, articles, book-reviews, humour and pictures. Items are accepted in electronic
formats only. Manuscripts and typed scripts will need to be changed to such formats before submission to us.

In our Next Issue. . . .
All the usual favourites such as Financial & Legal, Health Issues, Crossword, Sudoku and Office News
PLUS many other articles

. . . all in the next COMHNASC, in the post directly to you come Autumn time.

COMHNASC -

info@rtaireland.ie
editor@rtaireland.ie

Website:

www.rtaireland.ie

Office Hours:

9.00am - 4.30pm
Monday - Friday

Comhnasc is published by the
Retired Teachers’ Association of
Ireland and distributed to members
and interested parties. Comhnasc is
the most widely circulated magazine
for Retired Teachers in Ireland.
The views expressed in this journal
are those of the individual authors
and are not necessarily endorsed by
the R.T.A.I. While every care has
been taken to ensure that the
information contained in this
publication is up to date and correct,
no responsibility will be taken by the
R.T.A.I. for any error which might
occur.
Except where the Retired Teachers’
Association of Ireland has formally
negotiated agreements as part of its
services to members, inclusion of an
advertisement does not imply any
form of recommendation. While
every effort is made to ensure the
reliability of advertisers, the R.T.A.I.
cannot accept liability for the quality
of goods and services offered.
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Office News
Public Services Card.

Membership Plus.

A new Public Services Card is being issued to every
adult in the country. Many of you will already have
been processed for this card but we get many calls
from members enquiring as to its purpose etc.

The 2016 Membership Plus card will issue with the
January “Comhnasc”. This is advance notice of
same and it would be wise to register the card when
it arrives. Last year 30% of our members registered
for the card but many more used the card without
having registered. Registration helps us to assess
the use and so the value to the Association as we
pay for this at national level. It is free to members.
Members who register before 14 February 2016 will
be entered in a free competition for vouchers. There
are now 5 teacher groups availing of this card so all
will be recognised under the single heading of
“Teachers”. The bodies are: RTAI, INTO, TUI, ASTI,
IFUT. The scheme, which offers significant
reductions on many items and services, has been a
singular success with teachers all over the island of
Ireland.

It is the streamlining of many Social Welfare cards
and e.g. the Free Travel Card. All adults will
eventually be called to visit a local office with some
ID e.g. passport, utility bill etc. A photograph will
be taken and a simple form completed when in the
office. The card will issue to you within 3 weeks. It
is a plastic card the size of a credit card with your
photograph on it and should be kept carefully. It
then replaces the free travel card and any other ID
card you need e.g. if you are in receipt of any Social
Welfare Benefit (widow’s/widower’s pension etc.).
In all it will take up to 3 more years to complete the
whole country but it is streamlining systems and is
a good and modern development.

G.P. Only Cards.
All citizens over age 70 are now entitled to a free
G.P. only card. Many of you will already have a GP
card but for the small number who do not you need
to register for it now. It is a simple procedure and
the form can be downloaded. You will of course have
your own choice of GP available to you under the
scheme. The form can be found under Medical Card
Application Form (even though you are applying for
a GP card only) or available from your local health
office.
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Health Insurance.
Unfortunately there is no good news out there on
the Health Insurance front. The best we can do and it can be quite significant – is to change plans
and/or provider with suitable professional advice.
The Health Insurance Authority is a Government
independent body (HIA.ie). They have a very good
website which members may find helpful. However
some may find it difficult to navigate this site and
our members can contact Cornmarket at: 014708097 or 01-4084000 or email at:
health.insurance@cornmarket.ie It is important
to do this in plenty of time before your renewal date.
If they have to get back to you please be sure to let
them know a time when you will be available to take
a call from them. Cornmarket Health Insurance
team are completely independent and we are happy
to recommend their advice for members health
cover.

Fair Deal Scheme.
I shall give a brief overview of the Fair Deal Scheme
here and it is hoped that a more detailed article will
appear in a Comhnasc of 2016 as it can indeed be
complicated in some instances.

The first thing applicants need to do (individuals
acting on behalf of the applicants of course) is to
apply for an assessment to ascertain that the person
is indeed in need of full time care in a nursing home.
This assessment is provided by a medically qualified
person recognised by the HSE.
The next step is a financial assessment. Finances
are divided into two categories – Principal Private
Residence (your house) and all other assets – cash,
shares, other properties etc. Please note that farms
and some businesses are exempt. Of the other
assets, the first €72,000 in the case of a couple or
€36,000 for a single person is not counted.
80% of the couple’s disposable income is then
contributed to the scheme. In the case of a couple

Do You Know This
Poem?
Joe Johnston, (Dublin South Branch)
A Chara,
My sister, herself a retired teacher, is
searching high up and low down for this poem
- ( one verse below,) which she remembers from
her Primary school days in the 1960s.
Perhaps one of your readers might supply the
missing verses : She thinks the title is My
Granny.
MY GRANNY
When my mam is busy she bids me
run and play,
When my Daddys tired, I know I'm
in the way,
But I always get an answer from
my Granny.

where one member remains at home then it is 80%
of half the income. 7½ % of the value of the PPR is
calculated for each year the person is in the home
to a maximum of 3 years. This is known as the 3 year
cap. This 3 year cap does not apply to other assets
– only the PPR. So, the 7½ % (seven and a half) in
the case of the other assets could go to 4 or 5 or
more years (as long as the person is alive in the
home). The “3 year cap” applies only to the
Principal Private Residence.

Calling All Artists.
We are sure there are many of our members who are
artists. We would be delighted to produce their
work in future editions of Comhnasc. Please send
them into us by email if at all possible and we shall
reproduce them as long as space permits. Don’t be
shy!

Christmas / New Year Closing.
The offices of RTAI and INTO will close for
Christmas/New Year on Wednesday 23rd December.
We shall re-open on Monday 5th January 2016.

Are you a former attendee of one
of the Preparatory Colleges?
I am doing research into the Preparatory Colleges and its former
full time boarder attendees, with the aim of obtaining funding
for a film documentary.
Please see link to our recent event as part of Óiche Chultúir:
http://culturenightcork.ie/events/268/gael-taca/

I am holding meets for those who may be interested in
participating, in three venues in Ireland with the first meet in
Coláiste Mhuire, Tourmakeady on Tues 6th Oct at 1- 45pm.
The subsequent meets will be in Dublin and Cork, later in Oct –
with venues and dates to be confirmed.
Please note that if you attended any of the Coláistí Ullmhúcháin
-Coláiste Íde, Coláiste Mhuire, Coláiste Bhríde, Coláiste
Chaoimhín, Coláiste Íosagáin; and Coláiste Moibhí - choose
which meeting place is convenient to where you live now. (It is
not necessary to have solely attended Colaiste Mhuire,
Tourmakeady, for example, to come to this meet.)

Please register your interest on email -

dancemaire@gmail.com

QUESTION: Is there any archive where all those
school books from years of yore are stored ?

or on

083 4888767
COMHNASC -
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Ar Bhóithrín na Smaointe
Mags McCarthy, (Cork Branch)
Have you ever taken part in a group “getting-toknow-you” exercise where you have to find out
something interesting about the other person and
report back to the group? If you had been
partnered with my mother she would surely have
told you that she grew up in the house where
Tomás Mac Donagh
lived while he was
a
teacher
in
Cloughjordan, Co.
Tipperar y.
Knowing this fact
since my childhood has increased
my
interest in the
man, as well as
cultivating an interest in history in
Tomás Mac Donagh
general. We have
returned many times to see the development of
the house in Cloughjordan, but that’s a different
story.
You probably know that in the 1937/38 school year
the National Folklore Commission in collaboration
with the Department of Education and the INTO set
about getting the children in primary schools all
over Ireland to record local folklore. Over the course
of a school year the children had to go out among
the community and gather stories, traditions, and
historical and cultural facts about their area. This
was an inspired idea, which I believe mirrored work
in other countries including Estonia around the
same time.
I remember that on first hearing about this many
years ago, I asked my mother if she had been
involved. Her reaction was akin to that of someone
recalling a period of torture long-since banished to
the subconscious realm! Yes, she had been involved
and she and her classmates hated the work because
it involved going to visit old people in their homes,
while they would rather have been out playing. No
doubt, the effort involved in the writing of their
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accounts
was
enormous, as they
had to be perfect,
since it would be
sent Up To Dublin!
More recently, I
learned that the
original works are
stored in the
Offices of the
National Folklore
Commission
in
UCD. At present,
the material is being digitised, and some of it is
already available to view online at www.duchas.ie
Last April I contacted the Commission at
bealoideas@ucd.ie to enquire if it would be possible
to view my mother’s work. I was pleasantly surprised
to get a very positive reply, including a scanned copy
of the entire copybook my mother had worked in! As
well as that we were invited to visit, any afternoon,
except Monday. We made our plans and arranged a
time and date. The excitement was boundless. Mam
couldn’t wait to get there. Nothing was to stand in
her way!
Travelling by train and taxi with a 90 year-old lady
might seem a daunting task. I would like to record
here how impressed we were with Irish Rail, and our
taxi driver, who offered to come back to UCD to
collect us and deliver us back to Heuston in time for
the 5p.m. train to Cork.
At UCD there were tears and a few moments of quiet
reflection. When you realise that you are the only
surviving member of your class, you are surely
entitled to shed a tear, say a prayer and feel
privileged too. Before long, we got on with the
business of looking at the copybook. The first thing
that struck me was the copperplate writing, not only
in Mam’s copy, but in every one of them. We saw the
bundle of the whole class and of course the names
on the old Brún & Ó Nualláin copies evoked more
memories, as Mam recalled her best buddies and
their exploits!

Designed especially for the mature traveller
and to appeal to everyone in your group.
Discover the fascinating history of South
Limerick’s Lough Gur and Kilmallock with the
help of our expert guides, select an activity to
suit everybody - Including Health and Wellbeing,
Gardening talks or Cooking Demonstrations
and then sit back and relax whilst you enjoy an
overnight stay together in one of the regions
friendliest and most comfortable hotels.

As well as the individual
copies, each teacher had a
master copy, in foolscap
size. The teacher’s job was
to collect one sample of
each piece of folklore and
record it in the master copy.
In Mam’s school, it was the
children who wrote into the
Leabhar Mór. No doubt it
was a huge privilege to be
chosen for that work. Can
you imagine the shaking
hands! To her credit, the
teacher involved many of
the pupils in this work, so
that most of them are also
included in the master copy.
Not a blot was in evidence!
Those master copies have
now been bound in a
regional copy, so that the
work of groups of schools is available for
historians to view. There were three or four
people researching from them on our visit.
The material recorded in the copies ranges
from local jokes and riddles, to recipes and
local craftsmen in the area, to accounts of the
local landlords (dictated with vitriol by a lady
of 72 at the time). Unsurprisingly, there is
more than one reference to the fact that
Tomás Mac Donagh, patriot and poet lived in
“the house where I now live”!
While we were in UCD we met Patricia Moloney
who had been kind enough to scan the
copybook for me. We also met Anna Bale who
told me of the Meitheal which is ongoing at
the Commission. They are looking for people
who can transcribe from the sean-chló
Gaeilge. Many of the manuscripts from
Gaeltacht areas are of course written in the
sean-chló. If you think you could help with
this work, all you have to do is go on the
Dúchas website (above) and register for the
work. You don’t translate it; just transcribe it
using your own computer. There is no
deadline, just do it whenever you can, and in
the comfort of your own home, or wherever
you happen to be in the world!
COMHNASC -
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The Hunt Museum A Treasure in Limerick
Anne Burns, (Limerick Branch)

Limerick City stands proudly on the broad river
Shannon with a population of almost 60,000. It
has a strong historical and cultural tradition and
its success as City of Culture 2014 “exceeded our
expectations and objectives” (Pat Cox)
The city developed from its earliest settlement on
King’s Island during Viking times to become a
thriving
commercial
centre in the 16th and
17th centuries. Further
development of the city
took place in the late
1700’s when Viscount
Edmund Sexton Pery
(speaker of the Irish
House of Commons)
commissioned
the
building of elegant
The Hunt Museum, by night.
Georgian houses and
streets notably at the Crescent and Pery Square.
The Custom House that now contains the Hunt
Collection is regarded as the finest example of
Georgian architecture in Limerick and was built at
this time. Designed by Italian architect Davis
Duckart (1769) it served as the administrative centre
for the collection of revenue. It retained this
function until 1993 when it was renovated by the
O.P.W. and Limerick Corporation and made available
as the permanent home of the Hunt Collection in
1997.
The internationally acclaimed Hunt Collection
comprises 2,000 original works of art and
antiquities assembled by John and Gertrude Hunt
over a lifetime, using their
skills as antique dealers and
collectors. The Hunts were
a fascinating couple. John
(1900-75) was born in
England, while Gertrude
(1903-95) was born in
Mannheim, Germany. They
settled in Lough Gur, Co. The Hunt Family, c. 1964.
Page 8 - COMHNASC
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Limerick in the 1940’s. They both had a strong belief
in visual education and their eclectic collection of
art and artefacts reflects the Hunts’ appreciation of
design, artistic appeal and craftsmanship.
The museum building itself is a
bright, light filled, welcoming
space and retains many original
features. It is laid out over three
floors and designed to be
interactive by encouraging us to
be curious. The display units are
like household cabinets with lots Maiolica Pharmacy
of drawers to open and you never Jar, 16th century
Italian.
know what you might find inside
– a Neolithic axe head? A Picasso? A Renoir? There
is definitely something to suit all tastes.
The first floor houses decorative arts from the
Medieval period, through the Renaissance, to the
Age
of
Enlightenment.
Highlights include: Apollo –
Genius of the Arts, the
Middleton Mace, a collection of
very
colourful
Maiolica
pottery, a collection of the
The Coin of Syracuse, 5th works of Irish Artists including
or early 4th century B.C. some by Jack B Yeats, Sean
Keating, Robert Fagan, William Leech, Roderic O
Conor and others.
The second floor houses the archaeological
collection. Visitors will be fascinated by exhibits
from the ancient civilisations of Egypt, Greece and
Rome. This floor also contains a very exciting
jewellery collection including the Mary Queen of
Scots Cross and the Pegasus Brooch. Also on display
is a poster style painting by Picasso – “The Four Cats
Menu Card –Plat del Dia.” Other objects of interest
on this floor are: neolithic artefacts (many Irish),
viking artefacts, the Antrim Cross, the Cape Castle
Bucket, and the Cashel Bell.
The ground floor shows religious art and includes
the Treasury Display, the Crucifix Collection and
Stained Glass. Objects of special interest include:

the Limerick Mitre and Crozier, the Arthur Cross, the
Arthur Chalice, and the Coin of Syracuse (reputedly
one of the thirty pieces of silver).
The Hunt Museum is an integral part of Limerick and
has forged strong links with all sections of the
community ensuring that the Hunts’ dream to share
their unique collection has been achieved and that
their legacy lives on.
So, what else is on offer at the Hunt Museum? A
variety of exhibitions, many free Guided tours of the
collection (can be pre-booked for groups)
Talks and lectures
Chilrdren’s art classes, camps and workshops
School and community groups
Docent/volunteer programme
Limerick City walking tours
Cafe and gift shop

So if you or a group of friends want to enjoy a
fantastic day out why not visit the Hunt Museum.
For more information please call 061-312833 or
www.huntmuseum.com

RETIRED
TEACHERS’
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Deja vu
Cyril Kelly, (Dublin North Branch)
(A Sunday Miscellany broadcast from The National Concert Hall, Christmas 2013)
So, there I was, June, 1963, a callow youth, caught
in the Leaving Cert; days of tilting and turning the
crate of the mind, sifting for ere a nugget of
knowledge that might be lurking there unbeknownst like. And then, afterwards, during
those long indolent weeks, I waited for The Call,
hope arching across high cirrus skies for The Call
to Teacher Training in St. Patricks College,
Drumcondra. Mercifully, to grant third level
status, St. Pats, unlike its sister training college,
Carysfort, did not require me to turn the heel of a
sock or stitch a gusset into a garment.

At the time, I was vaguely aware of Cardinal
Newman’s essay The Idea of a University with its
emphasis on garnering wisdom as much from fellow
students as from professors. So it was hardly
surprising then that, after lectures, my learned
friend, Kennelly, and myself could be deep in
discourse on a bench on Upper Drumcondra Road.
Like those ripening chestnuts plopping around us,
our initial attempts to articulate were a little
precious, even prickly. And yet, this new
dispensation of leisure and luxury to grapple with
elemental educational ideas was exciting; Plato,
Aristotle, Rousseau’s
Emilé. Not forgetting
Pavlov’s pooch. How
that dribbling dog
complicated our wrangling about free will.
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But then, from the banks of the Tolka, a hooter in
Lemons’ Pure Sweets released gaggles of pale
factory girls onto the street. Jabbering a nasal
Northside lingo we culchies hardly understood,
bleached tresses coiled like serpents slung in hair
nets, they rounded the corner and all our
philosophising
was immediately
banished by less
than
pure
thoughts about
those creatures
who confected
Lemons
Pure
Sweets. Sure, when you’re seventeen years old, what
hope had profound contemplation on free will while
those flimsy white factory coats strained to contain
voluptuous Lemon’s Romance Assortments, to
contain the curve of each Peggy’s Leg, the titillating
ingredients of Milady’s charm.
And that December, precisely fifty years ago,
diminutive Mr. Hayes, the music professor,
introduced us to Finlandia, Sibelius’ tone poem. Not
exactly the music which tentative, repetitive guitar
chords strummed in St. Pats every night. The Beatles
had visited Dublin a few weeks previously and
competing versions of All My Lovin’ wailed in
dormitories until lights out finally quenched the
caterwauling.
Rather than emphasise the classical provenance of
Finlandia, Mr. Hayes detailed the narrative of the
music, its political significance; that gloomy
opening illustrated Finland’s oppression by Russia
until, eventually, after the hymn, Finland behold,
your day is dawning, the brass fanfares heralded the
chains of tyranny being breached. Imbued by ideals
of heroism and freedom, our male voice choir of over
two hundred students embraced that hymn.
It was at this juncture that Mr. Hayes informed us
about the National Symphony Orchestra; they would
be coming to the college for a broadcast of orchestra
and choir combined. A frail Woody Allen lookalike,
Mr. Hayes was universally popular among the

students. He wore heavy rimmed tortoiseshell
glasses and grooves of
anxiety furrowed his
brow. In total contrast,
Tibor
Paul,
the
conductor of the NSO,
was tall, of aristocratic
bearing and autocratic
demeanour. A native of
Hungary, his explosive
temperament and his
swift,
sabre
like
movements, suggested
Conductor Tibor Paul
a lineage back to the
legendary Hussars of his homeland. Prominently
parked in the college car park, his flamboyant
Studebaker ... and, boys-o-boys, was it spellbinding.
Our reflections in the gleaming hubcaps showed
gaunt, gaping fatheads. And rehearsals were
hazardous, like sweating dynamite; the compound
of the conductor’s exasperation and poor Mr. Hayes’
trepidation was a time-bomb ticking. Repeatedly our
music professor fumble-tumbled his spectacles into
his hands, swabbed his brow, mopped his lenses
and, somehow, managed to
realign earpiece to ear
once more.
On the night of the
broadcast,
we
were
assembled, all two hundred
of us, in the hall. As the
lecturers in their academic
regalia filed in, the
cacophony of the tuning
orchestra was like a
mockery, goading our lack
of sophistication, goading
our sense of tribal loyalty
to Mr. Hayes. Finally, Tibor
Paul, a jet-black swerve of
tails
and
dazzling
breastplate, sprang onto
the podium, inclining
imperiously
in
our
direction. Immediately,
baton aloft like a
lightening rod, he smote
the silence ... and music
rumbled.

That was Tuesday, December 10th, same day and
date as tonight. And so I am back there - again, my
febrile imagination infiltrated by the music; I am
inhaling the fettered fields of Finland, its dense
forests, its myriad lakes, its Lapland waste land.
Soon the woodwind section has me glimpsing a
glimmer of hope with the glimmering aurora
borealis. And, suddenly, our choir is singing ... the
Hymn of Freedom. Two hundred voices rising in
rhapsody, because it is a mere two years before the
fiftieth anniversary of the Easter Rising, a mere two
years after the launch of Seán Ó Riada’s score for
Mise Éire, but most of all we are exultant because of
our director, Mr. Hayes, who, there, before our very
eyes, is almost levitating with relief and pride in our
shared accomplishment.
Afterwards, Tibor Paul bows stiffly to acknowledge
us, the string sections bounce bows on instruments
and Mr. Hayes is joyously, boyishly blinking and
smiling. Spontaneous and unrehearsed, we chant a
raucous rebellious refrain towards the podium; We
wish you a merry Christmas, we wish you a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.
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The Hills are Alive

(or: Limerick Branch Austrian Walking Tour 2015)
Mary O’Byrne (Limerick Branch)
On Monday May 11th 20 members and friends of
the Limerick Branch RTA set off from Dublin
Airport on what was to become a most
memorable walking tour of the Lake District of
Austria. The tour was very kindly and successfully
organised by our esteemed colleague Joan
O’Callaghan. We were joined by various other
groups from different parts of Ireland including
Cork, Dublin, Leitrim, Monaghan and Drogheda.
As the week progressed many new friendships
were formed and sealed.
After a safe flight to Munich Airport we were met
by our tour guide, a Hungarian named Gabor (AKA
The Count). And the
counting began in
earnest (all will be
revealed). We were
driven by Tomasz, who
was to be our driver
for the week, to the most beautiful and picturesque
town of Bad Ischl on the river Traun, a tributary of
the Danube. We checked in to the hotel Goldeness
Schiff, which was to be our base for the week.

Hotel Goldeness Schiff

On day two we set off with our knapsacks on our
backs which contained packed lunches provided by
the hotel staff and dutifully counted by Gabor. We
met our two Austrian walking guides Kristina and

Gerlinda who both had an amazing knowledge of
and love for their native place. There were two
levels of walks- difficult and slightly less difficult –
both of which were equally stunning and enjoyable.
Gabor was excellent at getting us into a “líne
díreach” and counting us at every opportunity. Very
good for a school tour. In fairness to him he didn’t
lose any member of the 41 strong party. Apart from
the time he had to chase down a stray lamb. Oh the
walk of shame back onto the waiting bus.
Our first day of walking had us employing many
well-worn clichés to
describe the views –
spectacular,
breathtaking,
stunning,
awesome,
magical,
spiritual, etc. We saw
mirror lakes, vertical
peaks, the delicate flora of the Alps (hues of
purple, pink, yellow, white), the unique fauna
including chamois and friendly goats wearing
tinkling neck bells.
We walked in Von Trapp meadows of green, yellow
and white. Oh the temptation to burst into a bar of
“The Hills Are Alive”. Indeed some people did just
that. We were brought to the Alms (our Heidi places
as Kristina called them) where the cattle are
brought for the summer months to feast on the lush
Alpine grasses. The walks were tough but
“Giorraíonn Beirt Bóthar” and there was always
someone along the way to chat to. Encouragement
was freely and readily given.
On days three and four we were counted and bussed
to walks around Lakes Fuschlsee and Nussensee
respectively. Each day of walking was more
stunning and breathtaking than the last. We
enjoyed
each
day
immensely - nothing tastes
as nice as a packed lunch
eaten in the crisp fresh air
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and of course we
f re qu e n t l y
rewarded ourselves
with
delicious
coffee and Austrian
cakes in beautiful
Alpine restaurants.
Then came day five – the day of the “Free Time
Programming” as Gabor called it. By this stage we
had become so conditioned to the structured walks
that we had become rather dysfunctional. Many
people had interesting stories to tell at the dinner
table that evening. Some people got lost in
Salzburg and had to pay a visit to the local police
station for directions. Another member got “lost”
in the nudist spa and had to reverse, fully clothed
in hat and togs, while of course averting her eyes.
Others bought train tickets to Hallsatt and tried to
get on the bus with the said train tickets. The salt
mines in Halstatt are well
worth a visit – they are the
oldest salt mines in the
world. And as for the
group who had problems
in the toilets where one
Entrance to Salt Mines
member got stuck in the
turnstile trying to gain access! Suffice to say many
tears of laughter were shed.
So by day six it was “Come back Gabor and whip us
into shape again”. We set off for a walk to Lake
Traunsee secure in the knowledge that “The Count”

would look after us. The final walk was to lake
Wolfgangsee which completely took our breath
away. It truly was a most magical place with a
mirror lake so still you felt you could walk on it. And
the competition between the two walking groups
really surfaced that day!
Of course no teachers’ group would be found
lacking in the sing song department. We had a few
lovely evenings of song in the hotel lounge. Even
those who had retired early(ish) to bed said they
enjoyed listening the songs. Hopefully it was not
just politeness on their part.

Then all too soon it was homeward bound. We were
like the “Lá Breás” returning from Irish College with
promises and hopes to meet again. Each and every
person had such a wonderful time agus go
mbeirímid beo chun é a athdhéanamh arís. A
privilege to be part of such an enthusiastic group of
people and I look forward to what the coming year
may bring.

Carlow
Branch
on Tour
Carlow RTAI enjoyed a
beautiful day in Borris
Co. Carlow with lunch in
Stephouse restaurant
followed by a tour of
Borris House , ancestral
home of the McMurrough
Kavanaghs.
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SOME SING LOW AND SOME SING HIGHERThe story of Harmonia, The Mayo retired teacher’s choir.
Paddy Murray (Mayo Branch)

Back Row l to r: Sean Lavin, Vincent McMahon, Paddy Murray, Liam Sadler, Declan Prendergast, Tom Barrett,
Tony Keane, Padraic Langan, Jim Hendrics.
Middle Row l to r: Margaret Glavey, Anne Melia, Ann Phelan, Catherine O’Reilly, Frances Kilroy, eithne McLoughlin, Agnes Mellett,
Mary Coleman, Eibhlín Ni Mháille, Áine Ní Chonghaile, Anne O’Brien,Martina O’Hara.
Front Row l to r: Mairín Ní Mhurchu, Helen Higgins, Helen Murphy, Barbara Fogarty, Una Quinn (Musical Director), Mary P. Clarke,
Kitty Burke, Cora Barrett, Nuala Kind, Mary Smyth, Ludmila Burcovschi (Accompanist) and Noreen Sadler.

Several investigative attempts of discovery have
been made to pin down the initial idea from
which Harmonia emerged, but all have ended in
failure. Castlebar seems to be the geographic
source, but the main suspect, due to a
munificent of modesty and a modicum of
reticence refuses point blank to confirm the fact
as being true or false. Suffice it to say that the
initial idea was mooted in Castlebar and over the
duration of time acquired wings strong enough
to waft it in the general direction of the ear of
officialdom and from thence it morphed from an
idea to reality.
So it happened that when a meeting was called on
a windswept February day in 2010 a tolerable
number of quizzical souls sought out the warm and
hospitable environs of The Ramada Hotel in
Ballina to find out what the idea had to offer.
The mood of the meeting was positive enough to
convey that the idea was viable. A musical director
had been approached and had agreed to come on
board. The use of a keyboard had been offered by
a choir member, a rehearsal room had been found
and start up finance was available. So far so good.

Shortly afterwards about eight members answered
the first call to rehearsals and we all assembled in
a room on the second floor of The Court House
Hotel Ballina under the redolent baton of our
greatly talented and highly experienced
conductor Una Quinn. The numbers were small but
Harmonia was up and running giving credence to
the immortal words of the Chinese philosopher
Laozi, in The Tao Te Ching “A journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step”.
Various numbers were attempted and worked on
until a pattern began to emerge which would
shape and enhance the future repertoire of the
choir. Broadly speaking it consisted of Traditional
and Irish, Middle of the road and Sacred and
Modern pieces. These profiles were adopted and
offered a very wide repertoire for the talented
members of Harmonia to work with, for talent was
clearly present and in proliferate abundance. A
Harmonia rehearsal is a two fold event in that it is
both a social and a musical experience all rolled
into one. Within the choir membership one finds a
plethora of highly qualified people all with long
classroom experience behind them now enjoying
COMHNASC -
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well earned retirement. An evidential sense of a
relaxed atmosphere prevails and this comes as a
result of people really enjoying each others
company along with what they are doing. Each
rehearsal is preceded by a fifteen or twenty minute
period of conversation as the members gather.
New members are welcomed, introduced and made
feel at home. Older ones swap news or reflect on
the early days or whatever piece is being rehearsed
until Una calls the choir to order-several times!
Each section of the choir goes through its part
until gradually the piece begins to take shape and
come together as a finished unit until it reaches
the required level of acceptance and this is
basically how things happen. It may sound simple
but many other technicalities and aspects have to
be taken into account, but this basically is how
rehearsals are effectively conducted. After
rehearsals everyone comes away feeling the
therapeutic effect which music generates within
the psyche –We remember Shakespeare’s quote
about “The man who hath no music in himself nor
is not moved with concord of sweet sounds etc.”
or in Congreves “Mourning Bride” Almeria
exclaims that; “Music has charms to sooth the
savage beast”! And we find that these two quotes
have a lot of truth in them because it is a known
fact that music releases a lot of tension and stress.
It is fine for people to meet up at a rehearsal venue
and practice diligently week in week out without
exhibiting the fruits of their labour and failure to
do so, would in a sense, render the exercise
pointless. The members of Harmonia saw the
relevance of this and took steps to address it,
finding the answer to the situation right on their
own doorstep -They would sing at the annual
November Mass and strut their stuff in public
showing their colleagues what they had achieved
and perhaps encouraging new membership which
was greatly needed. A Mass was put together and
rehearsed in a relatively short time and it was well
received with glowing appreciation and pleasant
surprise by the gathering in the Harlequin Hotel
in Castlebar. The venture was a resounding success
and it provided a well earned confidence boost for
the choir. Two requests to perform in public came
with the approach of Christmas and all the time
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the repertoire and confidence of the choir was
growing.
Since that first tentative performance many
venues have been successfully played, from
Belmullet to Swinford and from Ballindine to
Lahardane culminating to date with the choir
giving a concert which filled the Linen Hall in
Castlebar with a capacity audience which was
wooed by the quality of the performance, the
variety of the repertoire and the choreographed
delivery of its program including the performance
of a traditional group which, of late, has emerged
under the leadership of Sean, comprising of harp,
wind, strings, keyboard and tin whistle sections.
They played a program which added to and
enhanced the overall quality of the momentous
occasion. Harmonia had truly arrived and was
ready to take on the World!
There is much artistic talent in evidence among
the choir members and so far, Barbara and
Siobhan have successfully undertaken the
production of two pieces of choral verse. Out front
we have our MC-The effervescent Noreen- who
maintains the link between the choir and the
audience with a steady flow of information about
the content of the program as it progresses. She
is a natural if there ever was one- constantly
moving the audience to peals of laughter with her
effortless delivery of off-the-cuff ready wit and
repartee.
So, that is the story, so far, of behind The Mayo
Retired Teachers Choir erstwhile known as
Harmonia- now boasting a roll totalling forty five
members, comprised mainly of teachers and
offering a plethora of vocal and musical talent,
greatly enjoying what they do and delighting in
entertaining audiences. Where next? Who knows?
In the immortal words of Shakespeare; “We are
such stuff as dreams are made of”!

Away in the hills where the rain cloud spills

Realms
of Gold
CLASSROOM
Susan Doherty (Donegal East Branch)

LIFE
The clock has stopped. The scholars gone.
I wear this absence like a lost locket.
.
In the dark and musty room
Faded maps hang on the walls.
The empty desks in rows before me.
Silenced forever the old school bell.
There is something in those harmonious voices
I will miss. The rise and fall of rhymes and songs
And early morning prayers.
And yet in the shadow of this fading day,
In the letting go of all that is and was

Uinsin Ó Donabháin (Dublin North Branch)
Look to this day,
For it is life,
The very life of life.
In it’s brief course lies all
The realities and verities of existence,
The bliss of growth,
The splendour of action,
The glory of power –
For yesterday is but a dream
And tomorrow is only a vision.
But today, well lived,
Makes every yesterday a dream
of happiness
And every tomorrow a vision of hope.
Look well, therefore, to this day.

I sense a falling free of self and place,
A surrender to the mystery of what is unfolding,
In the breaking and awakening,
In the slow rhythm of calm abandon
Of time and clocks and summoning bells.
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Ar Thóir an Cheoil in Tomar
Mick Quinlivan (Dublin South Branch)
Tá Féile Ealaíon Zêzere (Zêzere
Mouros a fheiceáil. Tá radharc
Arts Festival) ar an bhfód le cúpla
iontach uaidh ar an dúiche
bliain anuas, é lonnaithe i lár na
máguaird. Feicfidh cuairteoirí chuig
Portaingéile in áiteanna leithéidí
an Algarve an caisleán in Lagos. Ar
Tomar, Dornes, Ferreira de Zêzere, Ferreira de Zêzere chósta an Atlantaigh tá Óbidos agus
Batalha agus Alcobaça. Díríonn an
an caisleán a ghabhann leis suite ar
fhéile ar an amhránaíocht agus ar an gceol, agus bharr cnoic. Tá an-tarraingt ag an mbaile seo ar na
i mbliana bhí cantóirí as Éirinn, múinteoirí ina turasóirí, agus is breá leis na galfairí freisin triail a
measc, páirteach i gceann de na himeachtaí in bhaint as na cúrsaí mórthimpeall. Thall in oirthear
Tomar. B’in í an chúis ar chinneamar cuairt a na tíre tá Marvão agus a chaisleán lonnaithe ar
thabhairt ar an gceantar álainn sin den bharr cnoic chomh maith. Anallód, bhí tábhacht
Phortaingéil.
mhíleata ag baint leis an suíomh seo.
Chuireamar tús leis an turas chuig Tomar ag stáisiún Tar éis aistear a
traenach Santa Apolónia i Liospóin. Ba é sin an mhair thart ar dhá
chéad stáisiún traenach sa phríomhchathair uair an chloig,
(osclaíodh é 1865). Chuamar ar bhord na traenach. thuirlingíomar ag
Traein réigiúnach a bhí ann, rud a chiallaigh go an stáisiún in
stopfadh sí ag gach aon stáisiún beag ar an aistear. Tomar. An chéad
Téann an líne soir ó thuaidh, ag leanúint chúrsa na rud a thugamar
habhann Tagus ar an gcuid is mó de. Tugtar an faoi deara ná an
Convento de Cristo
Ribatejo ar an gceantar áirithe seo, agus is láthair caisleán, é suite
mhór thalmhaíochta í. Chonaic mé páirceanna tríd go hard ar an gcnoc os cionn an bhaile, é le feiceáil
an bhfuinneog ina raibh rís, min bhuí agus lusanna as gach cearn.Fadó, bhí an caisleán seo ina
na gréine, fiú, ag fás. Iad siúd ar suim leo cúrsaí cheanncheathrú ag na Teamplóirí (Knights
traenach, bhainfeadh siad taitneamh as an stáisiún Templar), buíon saighdiúirí Chríostaí. Tá mainistir
in Entroncamento mar d’fheicfeadh siad ansin innill cháiliúil sa chaisleán freisin, an Convento de Cristo,
ghaile ollmhóra (tá an Músaem Náisiúnta Iarnród Láithreán Oidhreachta Domhanda UNESCO. D’fhás
lonnaithe ansin).
an baile seo, a bhunaigh Gualdim Pais sa bhliain
Gné shuntasach de thírdhreach na Portaingéile ná 1160, ag bun an chnoic ar a sheasann an caisleán,
an baile agus an caisleán taobh leis. Mar a deir an agus gabhann an Nabão (focal a chiallaíonn “lán le
scríbhneoir Marion Kaplan ina leabhar, The héisc”) tríd an mbaile.
Portuguese, the Land and its People, “The Ar an Satharn deireanach de mhí Iúil i mbliana,
Portuguese have been building castles, and d’fhreastalaíomar ar an gceolchoirm i séipéal an
rebuilding them, for more than a thousand years”. Convento. Ar an gclár bhí ceol le cumadóirí éagsúla,
Cé go bhfuil a lán de na caisleáin ag titim as a Jacob Handl, Rachmaninov, Monteverdi agus
chéile, tá a lán eile atógtha agus meallann siad na Mozart ina measc. Bhí an fhuaimíocht sa
turasóirí. Tá cuid díobh athchóirithe mar pousadas, seanséipéal go hiontach, agus de réir mar a scaip
i.e. óstlanna compordacha suite laistigh an amhránaíocht agus an ceol álainn tríd an
bhfoirgneamh ársa, dheineamar dearmad ar an am
d’fhoirgnimh stairiúla.
I Liospóin, mar shampla, tá an Castelo de São Jorge i láthair agus seoladh ar ais chuig na
suite ar an gcnoc, ag seasamh garda ar an gcathair Meánaoiseanna sinn. Go deimhin, ní dhéanfadh
agus an Tagus. Aon duine a thugann cuairt ar an duine ar bith iontas de dá dtiocfadh na ridirí ar a
mbaile álainn sin Sintra, atá suite ó thuaidh den gcapaill ar an láthair, díreach mar a dhéanaidís fadó
phríomhchathair, ba chóir dó/di an Castelo dos agus an tAifreann á éisteacht acu san áit seo.
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Halla cleachtas.

Tháinig deireadh leis an gcéad leath den chlár, agus
ansin chuamar síos agus amach chuig ceann de na
clabhstraí (tá ocht gcinn ar fad díobh sa
mhainistir). Shuíomar i lár baill agus ansin d’éirigh
an amhránaíocht agus an ceol i dtreo na réaltaí;
oíche speisialta in ait rí- speisialta.
Nuair a shroicheamar Tomar thugamar faoi deara go

raibh a lán de na foirgnimh maisithe le bláthanna
bréige. Cuireadh ar an eolas sinn go raibh sé seo
bainteach leis an Festa dos Tabuleiros, i.e. Féile na
dTráidirí, féile chlúiteach a eagraítear gach ceathrú
bliain. Faraor, ní fhacamar na himeachtaí:
reáchtáileadh an fhéile níos luaithe sa mhí.
Sa bhliain 2017 beidh an comóradh céad bliain ar
siúl in Fatima agus, gan dabht, beidh a lán as Éirinn
ag triall chuig an mbaile sin chun páirt a ghlacadh
sa cheiliúradh. Ba chóir dóibh an deis a thapú chun
cuairt a thabhairt ar Tomar; níl sé i bhfad i gcéintimpeall 40km soir- agus tá busanna ar fáil. Feicfidh
siad baile atá an-stairiúil, agus feicfidh siad freisin
an séadchomhartha Meánaoiseach fíorshuimiúil
sin, an Convento de Cristo.

MS Care Centre Fundraising Concert
Sunday November 22nd 2015 7.30pm

in
Kimmage Manor Chapel
Featuring
Regina Nathan Soprano
Linnhe Robertson Pianist
YESCO Young European Strings
Orchestra - Ronald Masin
Barbara Galvin Sheridan Soprano
Rhapsody Male Voice Ensemble
- Tadgh De Brun
Doors open at 7:00 PM for 7:30 PM start
Tickets €25
from MS Care Centre (01) 4906234
Or from Helen Flynn: 0861969265
Gala Prizes Monster Raffle

Your support for this funraising event is appreciated. Our
colleague Marian Hanney, Kylemore, Kilimer, Ballinasloe, Co
Galway lived with MS for almost twenty years before joining
her maker on December 7th 2014 - almost a year ago.
Marian, née Kilkenny was born into the famous Galway
hurling family. Marian was the 12 year old school girl chosen
to read "The Proclamation" for the 1916 celebrations in
1966. Marian was truly inspirational. Her laughter, sense of
humour and 'service with a smile' lead her through all
the obstacles that life threw up. She had the magic of
drawing people together and celebrating life both in health
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and in infirmity. She left an indelible mark in St Patrick's
School Kiltormer, where she taught from 1982 -1998 and
where she was appointed Principal in 1990.
The motto: "Mol an oige agus
tiocfaidh si" is there emblazoned .
Marian joined St Peter's BNS
Greenhils in July 1973 with some
half a dozen young newly trained
primary teachers. She shone a light
both at work and at play. Her
interests in the St Vincent de Paul
Society
involved
regular
home visits. Marian & her flatmates
looked after the sick in the hospital
at the Grotto in Lourdes under the
tutelage of Sr Patrick & her Aunt
Marian Hanney, RIP
Kitty - Sr Catherine. Her
relationship with the children had to be seen to be believed
over the decades in Greenhills & in Kiltormer. Marian studied
for the BA by night in UCD. Marian RIP, we fondly remember
as Kixie with love and gratitude. You live on as an inspiration
on how to live life and tackle adversity with courage and
bravery. Our hearts go out to her husband, Eamon and to the
family: Niamh & Brenda, David & Kevin
'None knew her but to love her
None named her but to praise her'
Solas na bhflaitheas uirthi

www.ms-society.ie

Lafcadio Hearn Gardens in Tramore
Joe Cashin (Waterford & Dungarvan Branch)

On a beautiful sunny August morning members
of the Waterford and Dungarvan RTAI paid a visit
to the recently opened Lafcadio Hearn Gardens
in Tramore. These gardens, which were developed
with the assistance of the Japanese government
and Japanese Cultural Institute, are set in what
was once Tramore House and Gardens. They are
dedicated to the memory of the writer, translator
and journalist Patrick Lafacdio Hearn (1850 –
1904) and reflect his eventful life and
wanderings which ended in him settling in Japan
for the last part of his life.
The gardens were opened in June in the presence of
the Japanese Ambassador and Hearn’s great
grandson, Professor Bon Koizumi.
Patrick Lafacdio Hearn was born on the Greek
Island of Lefkada in 1850, to an Irish father and a
Greek mother. His family returned to Dublin when
Patrick was two years old but shortly afterwards his
mother returned to Greece for health reasons.
Patrick was entrusted to his father’s aunt, Sarah
Brenane who loved to spend her summers in
Tramore with her great friend Mrs Moylneux. As a
result, Patrick spent most of his childhood
summers in Tramore. Here he learned to swim and
passed many happy hours listening to the
fishermen telling of stories of shipwrecks and
storms and ghostly visitations. He developed a
lifelong love of the sea. (He last saw his father on
the beach in Tramore when he was seven years of
age.) One of his biographers wrote that his times
by the ocean were “the happiest moments of his
Tramore days, and his Tramore days were the
happiest of his youth”
Our guide for the morning took us through the
interlinked gardens, explaining the significances
of each. The American garden reflects Patrick’s
time in Cincinnati and New Orleans, where he
worked as a journalist and translator from the
French. He had travelled to America at the age of
19, having been left penniless, and took up
journalism as a means of support. He had been well
educated in English and French literature at the
Jesuit Usham College in Durham. Unusually for his
time he wrote in his newspaper articles about the

poor and marginalised people of Cincinnati. He
then spent ten years in New Orleans where he
established himself as a well-respected and
successful journalist. He also contributed original
stories and translations of French 19th Century
Classic Literature. It was while he was in the United
States that he began to use his middle name
Lafcadio, in memory of his birthplace. The Greek
garden which is planted with Mediterranean herbs
and an olive tree is designed in honour of his native
country.
The Japanese element of the gardens reflects the
last fifteen years of his life. In 1890 he travelled to
Japan on a journalistic assignment. He quickly
became captivated by the county, its people and its
culture. He settled in Japan, took Japanese
citizenship, and with it a Japanese name, Koizumi
Yakumo. He married a Japanese lady Setsuko
Koizumi and had a family. His articles on Japan
which he sent back to the United States opened up
the world of Japanese literature, in particular its
folk tales, to English-speaking readers. He became
the West’s greatest interpreter of Japan at a time
when the Land of the Rising Sun was beginning to
open itself up to the rest of the world. In all, he
wrote fourteen books on the culture, religion and
folk-tales of Japan.
This area of the gardens, with its stream and rock
formations, contains a rock grotto which reflects a
beautiful story told by Hearn of his visit to the Cave
of the Children’s Ghosts. In this cave, the spirits of
small children were said to be looked after by the
god Jizo-san. Our guide informed us that a
ceremonial Tea House will be constructed in this
part of the garden which also contains a Japanese
style Bridge built over the stream.

No other tree is identified with Japan as well as the
cherry blossom. Of these trees Hearn wrote “When,
in spring, the trees flower, it is a though the fleeciest
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mass of cloud faintly tinged by sunset has floated
down from the highest sky to fold themselves about
the branches……… (this) is an ancient Japanese
description of the most marvellous floral exhibition
which nature is capable of making. The reader who
has never seen a cherry-tree blossoming in Japan,
cannot possibly imagine the delight of that
spectacle.”
As our group followed the stream downhill, we were
able to glimpse between the trees wonderful views
of the ocean, glistening in Tramore Bay, caught
between the two headlands which enclose this
beautiful stretch of water. The stream leads to a
canal in which water lilies, irises and lotus flowers
will be planted. Our guide also explained to us the
significance of the many rocks that have been
placed in the garden. These rocks too carry a
meaning. As Hearn himself wrote about his own
garden in Matsue: “Verily! Even plants and trees,
rocks and stones, all shall enter into Nirvana.”
Lovers of gardens and with an interest in plants
reflecting a wide geographical spread will be well
rewarded with a visit to these unique gardens. The
gardens are well signposted, and situated on a hill
just below the town centre. The services of a guide

would be advisable for a fuller understanding of the
gardens and for an explanation of the Woodland
Garden and the garden of Peace and Harmony.
Alternatively a useful guidebook is provided. While
the gardens were officially opened in early summer,
work is ongoing in developing them and as they
mature they will reflect a richness and variety of
plants and will also reflect the changing seasons.
These gardens will provide a haven of peace and
tranquillity for all who visit them, and are a fitting
tribute to the life of this fascinating man.
Our group enjoyed our tour through the gardens
immensely. We then dispersed to various cafes for
refreshments which we were able to enjoy alfresco
as the day was so pleasant. All in all our tour
proved to be most
instructive and enjoyable
and a visit to these
unique gardens is to be
highly recommended.

Lafcadio Hearn and his wife
Sestuko Koizumi

RTAI Bursaries for Lifelong Learning 2016
The NEC instituted Awards of Bursaries to
our members in 2013 and, at its August
meeting, made the decision to continue
and expand this scheme. The bursaries
are given to underscore our commitment
to encouraging our members to stay active
and interested in the new and unknown.
In 2016, we have decided to award four
bursaries of €500 each and these will be
presented at a joint ceremony with the
INTO and Comhar Linn in February next.
Applications for the bursaries will be
accepted from any member who is
engaged on a course of learning, or will
undertake one in 2016. There is no
application form – interested members
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will write a letter to the Bursaries
Committee, indicating the nature of their
lifelong learning course and details
thereof. Successful recipients may be
asked to submit a précis of their course to
COMHNASC for possible publication.
Application letters should be with the

Bursaries Committee
at
Vere Foster House
on or before the
1st January, 2016.
The decisions of the
Committee will be final.

Financial & Legal
Matters

Being a Landlord: Does it pay?

by Damian Wilson
Over recent years many people who have never Form 12. Revenue may also allow you to “code on”
had any ambitions to be a landlord, have found your rental profit onto your tax allowances.
themselves reluctantly becoming one. Having Effectively this involves Revenue reducing your tax
outgrown their home for which they overpaid, credits and tax bands, resulting in you paying your
they are left with no option but to rent it out, as tax on your rental income through your pension
over the year.
selling is simply not an option.
More recently, there has been a lot of media
coverage on the taxing of income derived from Taxable Profits
letting out rooms in their home through the As mentioned above, what landlords perceive to be
profit is very different to Revenue’s view. This is
online booking site Airbnb.
In this edition we will cover the obligations of mainly due to the fact that Revenue restrict the
landlords and ways to ensure you do not pay any amount of your mortgage repayments which are
more tax on your rental income, than is allowable as a deduction to 75% of the interest
only. This is outlined in the below example.
absolutely necessary.

Revenue Requirements
Once you are in receipt of any income from rental
income, in Ireland or abroad, you are legally
required to file an annual tax return. There is a
misconception amongst some landlords that you
only need to file a return with Revenue once you are
make a rental profit.
This is not the case, it is just as important to file a
return and declare any rental losses, as these
declared losses can be carried forward against any
future profits. What you perceive to be a loss
though, might actually be a profit in Revenue’s eyes
as we will see below.
If your rental profit exceeds €3,174 in the tax year,
you are required to register for income tax under
the self-assessment system. To avoid any late filing
surcharges, your obligations are the following:
• Pay preliminary tax by the 31st October for
the current tax year
• File your tax return by the 31st October the
following year on a Form 11
Should your profit be less than €3,174, you can
continue to file a PAYE tax return annually using a

Example Per Month
Landlord’s View Revenue’s View
Rental Income
€1,000
€1,000
Mortgage
Repayment
(€1,200)
(€720)*
Profit / (Loss)
(€200)
€280
* Assuming 80% of the full repayment is interest,
restricted to the allowable amount of 75% of the interest
only.

As you will see the difference between a landlord’s
view and Revenue’s view is €480, and that is just
one month. However, other allowable expenses can
be used to reduce your rental profit further,
examples of just some of these are:
•House Insurance • Mortgage Protection
• Management Fees • Letting Fees
• Repairs &
• Accountancy Fees
Maintenance
• Wear & Tear
• Bank Fees &
on furniture**
Charges
**Wear & Tear at 12.5% is claimable on any fixtures
and fittings each year for a maximum of eight years.
COMHNASC -
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Once your rental profit (if any) has been
established, Tax (40%), USC (7%) and PRSI (4%) are
due on this profit. If you are over 66 years of age
certain reliefs maybe available for both PRSI and
USC.
Other landlord Obligations
As if paying your taxes is not enough, landlords do
have other obligations to satisfy:
PRTB – You must register
your tenancy agreement
with
the
Private
Residential
Tenancies
Board (PRTB). This must be
done for every new lease or
every four years if there
has been no change in tenants. Generally the PRTB
will write to you to remind you of this obligation.
If you register a new lease within two months of the
start of the lease, PRTB’s charge is €90, it doubles to
€180 after two months. This expense is allowable as
a tax deduction.
It is important to note that if you do not register
your lease with the PRTB, Revenue will not allow you
take a tax deduction for your mortgage interest,
which could be very costly.
Local Property Tax (LPT) – The
payment of the Local Property
Tax falls to the landlord.
However, Revenue do not allow
this expense to be deducted
against rental income.
Mortgage Interest Relief – In the event where a
person begins renting out their own home, it is
important that they immediately cease any
mortgage interest relief that they may have been
getting from Revenue. Mortgage interest relief is
only available for qualifying owner occupiers.
Building Energy Rating (BER) –
Landlords are obliged to obtain
and make available a BER
certificate for their property.
Rent a Room Relief
So the kids have flown the nest,
you find yourself with empty
rooms in your home and living on your pension. Your
most prized asset, being your family home, could
Page 24 - COMHNASC
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also become a source of tax free income for you.
Introduced to increase the availability of residential
accommodation, Revenue allow you to rent a room
or rooms in your own home without any tax falling
due on this income.
In order to qualify the following conditions must be
met.
• It must be your principal private residence
• The income must not exceed €12,000 per
calendar year (€10,000 prior to 2015). This
includes amount for rent, food, laundry etc.
• You must declare this income in an annual tax
return
It is important to note that if you exceed the limits
set out above, you could be potentially taxed on all
of your rental income, not just on the amount that
you exceeded the limits by. There are no
requirements to register with the PRTB if you are
renting out rooms in your own home.
So to conclude, whether you are, or intend to
become a landlord, you have a number of
obligations and will most likely have to pay tax on
your “profits”, although in reality you may not be
making any. However, with rising rents and a steady
increase in property prices, it is not all bad news!
Look out for our article in the next issue of
Comhnasc where we will cover tax reliefs available
to you on all things medical related.
Should you wish to discuss our service and rates
which are exclusive to RTAI members, please feel
free contact me directly.
Damian Wilson
Phone: 087 2397782
Email: damian@irishtaxsupport.ie
Web: www.irishtaxsupport.ie

Barnardos Wizards of
Words Literacy Project A volunteering Opportunity
Having spent a lifetime involved in education
and grappling with the issues of educational
disadvantage it stays in your system. When
approached to lead a literacy project with
Barnardos, it captured our imaginations and
indeed interest. And so it began for us, a few
short but very busy months …job sharing and
leading the WOW project!
WoW matches mature volunteers (over 55’s) with
struggling readers in first and second classes in a
range of schools, in the Dublin area and all are DEIS
1 schools. The programme is in place in six schools.
A further six schools will come on board in Finglas
this academic year.
What is WoW?
WoW is an intergenerational paired reading
programme, focussed on improving children's
overall reading achievement. It pairs children
nominated by their teacher in 1st and 2nd classes
with an appropriate volunteer who is aged 55+
years and is garda vetted. The trained volunteer
meets with a child two to three times a week for a
30 minute session during school hours, side by side
with fellow volunteers. It uses a three stage guided
reading process: pre-reading, reading and followup activities which focus on four key areas:
vocabulary building, comprehension, phonological
awareness and fluency. The child benefits from
having individual reading support and from the
development of a positive relationship with an
adult – their volunteer.

Our Volunteers
The WoW volunteers are mature, patient and highly
dependable people with a love of reading. They are
given training on their roles and responsibilities
prior to beginning work on the programme . Once
they settle in to the programme structure the
volunteers really enjoy the time with the children
and they enjoy making a difference to the
children’s lives. It is a joy to be present at the
sessions and experience the very special
atmosphere of children and volunteers engrossed
in learning.

Planning Ahead…… We Need your Help!
We need more volunteers for the Finglas area. If you
think you might be interested and can give time on
two or three days a week (each session lasts 2
hours), please contact us for more information.
Otherwise, please spread the word !
Contacts
Project Leaders:
Mary Keogh
mary.keogh@barnardos.ie 0867760421
former Principal of Our Lady of Lourdes NS
Inchicore, Dublin 8
Marion Mc Hugh
marion.mchugh@barnardos.ie 0867760528
former Principal St Raphael’s Primary School,
Ballyfermot, Dublin 10
Suzanne Connolly
Barnardos Volunteer Service.
email volunteers@barnardos.ie 0868570112
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Books &
Reviews
The Diary of
Mary Travers
by Dr. Eibhear Walshe
The word ‘diary’ in the title prepares us for the
format used in this beautifully written and well
researched historical novel.
The year is 1895 – fifty years after the famine, five
years after the fall of Parnell. It is a time of tense
calm, following fifty years of agrarian struggle. The
calm could not persist. A new arrogant class is born
and many former wealthy landlords are the new poor.
A wave of nationalism is swelling in some social
circles.
Mary Travers and her sister Emily, both in their fifties,
both spinsters, now live in an almshouse (called the
College, run by Kingston charity) in the Castle
grounds in Mitchelstown. They have a regular and
substantial income from properties in Dublin. So,
why live in an almshouse, and why in Cork, not
Dublin, where they were born and reared? What is
there in Mary Travers’ past which has her furtively and
fretfully searching reports of the trials of Oscar Wilde?
How well did she know the Wilde family, particularly
the Doctor and Jane, Oscar’s parents? Why did she
fear/think her name might appear in the press
coverage of Oscar Wilde’s trial? And who is Mr.
Naylor, returned from London and now ensconced in
the castle – more importantly how much does he
know of Mary’s past and what evil use might he make
of this knowledge? She can’t avoid him for she now
visits the Castle library daily enthusiastically
restoring order to the great collection. The
descriptions of their brief encounters create unease,
a sense of disaster waiting in the wings.
Threading through the novel is the web of Mary’s odd
and complex relationships – with her sister who
unlike the bookish Mary is a domestic and financial
wizard, the tragedy of her failure to understand and
appreciate her father, the strained relationship with
her cold, domineering yet caring mother. Perhaps
the least complex is that with Doctor Wilde –
infatuation, love, passion, rejection, jealousy,
revenge. How did this relationship begin, develop,
end? This is revealed skilfully as Mary Travers, recalls
and discovers press releases and much
correspondence. When the narrator reads accounts
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in old newspapers of her own trial – accounts of which
have been kept, dated and filed carefully by her now
deceased father, a man who suffered ignominy in
silence – she sees the young Moll Travers so full of self
righteousness and extreme anger, a person she
barely recognises. One can’t but empathise. Which
one of us can be completely proud of the follies of
arrogant, immature youth?
Sections describing the development of the
relationship with Dr. Wilde and the growth of
friendship between Jane and Mary are intriguing.
As Mary makes more and more discoveries about the
now Sir William Wilde, she is snubbed by him and
ordered out of the house in Merrion Square by an
outraged Lady Wilde. Then, pen and paper and the
willing support of a sleazy reporter set in motion a
frenzied train of publications of pamphlets, verses
and scurrilous letters giving expression to the
bitterness, anger and thirst for revenge of a woman
scorned.
Full of self-righteous confidence, Mary takes a libel
case based on a letter sent by Lady Jane to Robert
Travers, Mary’s father, which the prosecution claimed
reflected on her character and chastity. The account
of the court hearing, published in the Dublin Daily
Sentinel, shows how the truth can be so distorted and
yet made credible.
Why was Mary Travers so frightened that her
involvement with the Wilde family would be revisited
during Oscar Wilde’s trial? Was she ashamed of her
past, afraid of the pain it would cause, or simply
scared that it would be discovered that her life in Cork
– the re-invented Mary – was based on deception and
she could not risk discovery?
The novel is dotted with some masterful, descriptive
passages. There are interesting references to Marsh’s
Library and many unexpected twists and turns right
to the end. The fusion of fact and fiction is seamless.
I thoroughly enjoyed this book.
I.S. (Wexford Branch)

Dr. Eibhear Walshe

HEALTH CORNER

From Breast to
Marrow-Bone
by Marie Monnelly
The author, Marie Monnelly, taught for 38 years
until her second diagnosis of cancer forced her to
retire from the job she loved. With the exception of
her first year teaching in a rural 2 teacher school in
Mayo, she spent her career in Dublin, in the Marist
Primary School Crumlin, St Joseph's Dunlaoighre
and St. Brigid's Boys' and Girls' Schools in Foxrock.
With
the
publication of her
book,
Marie
Monnelly,
can
justifiably add her
name
to
the
impressive list of
primary teachers
who have ensured a
strong
literary
tradition within the
profession.
The
book
is
a
compilation of her
poetry,
journal
Author Marie Monnelly
entries, stories and
reflections which detail in a searingly honest manner
her very personal powerful story , but ultimately the
story of her life changing diagnosis of cancer. The
challenges of the author's diagnosis are obvious and
apparent but so too is her determination not to allow
it to define her or to defeat her.
The whole spectrum of human emotions; loss,
courage, despair, fear, hope are all evident in her story
as it unfolds. However, for me, the central theme of
the book is love : the love of a child for her mother ,
the ferocious protective love of a mother for her

children, the love though presence and commitment
of a lifelong partner, friends and friendship and the
authors obvious love of this world and all its
possibilities .
From Breast to Marrow - Bone Is a beautiful book in
its simplicity and honesty. A book which on
completion will resonate with one in the manner in
which the writings of Victor Frankal or John Powell can
succeed in doing.
One is left with nothing but admiration for the
integrity, candour, determination and spirit of the
author. A perfect book to have as a backdrop as we
approach a New Year with our own new personal
resolutions.

From Breast to Marrow – Bone is self published with
all proceeds going to the Irish Cancer Society.
It can be purchased by emailing
frombreasttomarrowbone@gmail.com
Rosaleen O' Dowd,
Marist Primary School, Crumlin, Dublin
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Meetings,
Re-Unions etc.

Contact us @

Looking for lost

editor
@rtaireland.ie

friends and colleagues

ADVANCE NOTICE AND DATE FOR THE DIARY

St. Patrick’s College Class of 1964-66
Class reunion to celebrate the
50th Anniversary of our Graduation
Saturday 1st October 2016
In St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra
Commencing at 5p.m. Dinner at 7p.m.

BALL
1JUBILEE
965
2015

Contact the following for details:
Bill Lowe rblowe@gmail.com
Gerry Malone gmalone146@gmail.com
Liam Mulvihill liammulvihill@live.ie
Michael O’Brien obriennt@eircom.net
Michael O Morain omorainm@hotmail.com
Sean Rowley rowleysean46@gmail.com

ST PIUS X SCHOOLS

A Gala Evening to celebrate 50 years
of excellence in education.

WERE YOU
WORKING PRIOR
TO 1982?

The Ballsbridge Hotel
Drinks Reception/Dinner/Dancing
‘til late.
Tcikets €65
Available from school offices or

As a final year History student in Trinity
College I am doing a dissertation on
corporal punishment in primary education. I
am interested in speaking with teachers who
worked prior to the change in legislation in
1982. This will be conducted in the strictest
confidence and anoymity maintained at all
times.
Contact:

piusxparents@gmail.com

Olivia Frehill

Limited tickets available.

at

SATURDAY, 14th NOVEMBER 2015.

frehillo@tcd.ie
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TRÁTH NA gCEIST
“Tráth na gCeist” comprises of twenty questions with the
time-honoured schema of 2, 4 and 6 markers. Maximum
score is 72. If you score 60 or greater, you are uniquely QuizKnowledgeable. A score of 48 – 59 indicates a strong talent
for this sort of thing. 40 – 47 places you well ahead of the
average. 36 – 39 is still 2.1 territory. 30 – 35 and you are a
worthy aspirant. 29 or less...perhaps time to make friends
with Wikipedia/Google/Brittanica? Answers are on page 37.

2 MARKERS
1. What is Hilary Clinton’s middle name?
5. Who was known as ‘America’s Sweetheart’?
2. In which city is the Hermitage Museum?
3. Brass is an alloy of which metals?
4. What is the most easterly state in the EU?

6. Cén sort rud é ‘clibirt’?
7. What language is spoken in Iran?
8. Which famous painter had he surname ‘van
Rijn’?

4 MARKERS
13. Which professionals use a theodolite in the
9. What was the first bird Noah let out of the
course of their work?
Ark?
10. Who was the Greek goddess of victory?
11. ‘The Scream’ is a famous work by which
artist?
12. Which city was the birthplace of the
Prophet Muhammed?

14. What celebrated type of porcelain is
manufactured near Dresden in Germany?
15. What was the nickname of the German
statesman Otto von Bismarck?
16. Which Pacific Island group was originally
called the ‘Sandwich Islands’ by Captain
Cook?

6 MARKERS
17. What does a deltiologist collect?
19. What was the name of the ship of
underwater explorer, Jacques Cousteau?
18. What non-de-plume was used by renowned
20. What does the Australian word ‘dinkum’
French novelist Amantine-Lucile-Aurore
mean?
Dupin?

Members may wish to use their general knowledge to set a future “Tráth na gCeist”.
If you compile a set of questions, adhering to our format, please send them to the Editor
by post or email for possible use in a future edition.
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In Eileen’s Kitchen . . .
With Eileen Donnellan
(Athlone Branch)

Silverside

Kallo organic stock cubes
15 small round shallots
Rapeseed oil for frying
Method:
Brown the meat on all sides in a little oil on a frying pan.
Place in a large pot. Add the studded onion, bunch of
herbs, beef stock and 300 ml of the stout. Bring to the
boil and simmer for two hours until the meat is tender.
Three quarters of the way through cooking time, remove
the onion and herbs and add the shallots. Remove
the latter when cooked and add the remainder of the
stout towards the end. The meat can be left overnight to
marinate in the cooking liquid.

This recipe is cooked on the hob. Silverside is very lean
and needs slow cooking in a liquid. This is a very suitable
Christmas Eve meal for visitors. Meat and gravy can be
prepared in advance and frozen.

Tips:
The whole piece of
meat can be wrapped
in greaseproof paper
and frozen until
required.
Remove fat from sauce for gravy. Boil up and thicken to
required velvety consistency by beating in crumbled
roux. Allow to cool and place in a freezer container. Defrost meat over 24 hours. Make a glaze with redcurrant
jelly and a little red wine. Brush it all over the joint
and encase in a double thickness of tinfoil. Re-heat in
a moderate oven for about 11/2 hours.
*The absorbed glaze adds beautiful flavour to the beef!

Ingredients:
(Yields 8 to 10 portions)
2 kg/4.5 lb boned and rolled silverside
(Costs €6.50 a kilo from my local craft butcher )
1 large onion studded with about 8 cloves
1 bouquet garni freshly made with a bayleaf
celery stick
sprig of thyme and flatleaf parsley tied together with
kitchen string
600ml/1 pt. stout
600 ml./1 pint beef stock made with very low salt

Accompaniments:
Shallots from the cooking liquid
Lightly steamed halved Brussels sprouts
or broccoli florets
Creamy potato mash
Steamed baby carrots
Gravy
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Propagating Your Strawbereies

Once the fruiting season stops, strawberry plants throw
all their energy into producing runners. These stems or
umbilical cords are sent outward horizontally from the
base of the plants. New plants will form at nodes along
the runner. Nodes try to cling to soil to form roots.

The easiest and most successful process of acquiring
new plants is by propagating the runner. Fill some small
pots or containers with a mixture of compost and sandy
soil. Anchor the runner nearest to the parent plant in
position so that the node portion is kept in contact with
the soil. eg. Use a piece of wire bent into a U-shape for
this purpose. Snip any little runners off the main stem.
The new plant needs to be kept attached to its mother's
umbilical cord until it becomes well rooted. It takes two
to three weeks to get it established. Then it is safe to
snip it and the small transportable container must be
watered regularly.
This new free strawberry plant can be sold at fundraising activities, shared with friends or used to start a
new strawberry bed.
* Commercially produced plants are currently costing
€1.99 each. This is very expensive for an individual
strawberry plant!

SPECIAL RATES FOR RTAI MEMBERS

Do you have a Book you would
like to publish?

RATED
ED AND OPE
IRISH OWN

Come to us for Top Quality at Affordable Prices &
Friendly Helpful Service
Poetry, Fiction, History, Cookery, etc.

MULLEN PRINT
Unit B1, Centrepoint, Rosemount Bus. Pk,
Ballycoolin, Dublin 11.

01-8853755
• Tel:
info@mullenprint.ie
• Email:
Web:
www.mullenprint.com
•
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Books, Business Cards,
Letterheads,
Docket Books, Party
Invitations, Magazines,
Moving Cards, etc. etc.

SUDOKU
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Solution to Sudoku page 38

SCRIBBLE PAD

Comhnasc Crossword No. 18 by Pastmaster.
A draw for €100.00 will be made from all correct entries.
Simply complete the crossword and send to
Comhnasc, R.T.A.I., Vere Foster House, 35 Parnell Square, Dublin 1,
before close of business on Wednesday 13th January 2016.
1

2

3

4

8

7

10

16

18

Unable to discern pitch. (4-4)
Not a nocturnal couch! (3,3)
This appears to be short of the full story! (4)
Using both your hands and knees! (2,3,5)
Indian civil rights activist and political leader. (6)
Where’s your secret place? (8)
This is the optimum place to exert force! (8,5)
I was one that turned up! (8)
Sounds like I must hurry to beat you to the flower cluster . . . (6)
. . . . . . now I’m totally upset that I lost! (10)
Mow not sow! (4)
A genial get-together. (6)
Explosive on a short fuse! (4,4)

Solution to Crossword No. 17 on page 37

20

19

22

21

Across:
7.
9.
10.
11.
12.
14.
15.
17.
19.
21.
22.
23.
24.

9

14

13

15

23

6

11

12

17

5

24

Name: ..............................................................................................................................
Address:..........................................................................................................................

Down:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
8.
13.
15.
16.
18.
20.

..........................................................................................................................................

22.

Ancient Illyrian homeland was part of Yugoslavia until 1992. (6)
A short public protest (4)
Exercises for lungs and limbs! (8)
Totally confused following a sum! (6)
A fiery luantic . . . (10)
. . . . . . and a coward! (8)
As light as a . . . . . . . boxer? (13)
Insulation that acts and sounds like killing the current! (10)
A quibbler on the small issues that sounds a little misty! (8)
Temporary. (4-4)
Anything is possible! (6)
Sounds a bit like a breathing problem and no wonder
with that most unpleasant vapour! (6)
A full length garment. (5)

Payroll No.:....................................................................................................................
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One a Day for your Mental Health
This week is the 15th annual Mental Health Awareness Week and to mark the occasion Carecall
is calling on you to do one thing each day to help boost your mental wellbeing. Whilst these
tips might seem like common sense, in our increasingly busy and stressful lives self-care is
often neglected. With this in mind it is vital that we take steps to incorporate them into our
busy everyday lives, enabling us to become more ‘Mindful’ not mind full.
It is estimated that one in four people in the UK and Ireland will experience some kind of mental
ill-health in the course of a year with mixed anxiety and depression the most common mental
disorder. Making simple changes to how you live doesn’t need to cost a fortune or take up
loads of time, why not try introducing one of top tips each day this week?
Top Tip 1 – Get out and explore the great
outdoors
A change of scene or a change of pace is good
for your mental health. It could be a five-minute
walk in your local park or a weekend exploring
somewhere new. Even just a few minutes can
be enough to de-stress you.
Top Tip 2 – Keep Active
Exercise releases chemicals in your brain that
make you feel good. Regular exercise can boost
your self-esteem and help you concentrate,
sleep, look and feel better. Exercise also keeps
the brain and your other vital organs healthy.
Top Tip 3 – Accept who you are
Some of us make people laugh, some are good
at maths, and other cook fantastic meals. Some
of us share our lifestyle with the people who live
close to us, others live very differently. We’re
all different, be true to who you are that’s what
makes you “special”.

Top Tip 4 – It helps to talk.
Talking about your feelings with someone you
trust can help you see the bigger picture, a
problem shared is a problem halved, lightening
your load and helping you to stay on top of
things.
Top Tip 5 – Lose yourself in an activity
What do you enjoy doing? What activities can
you lose yourself in? What did you enjoy doing
in the past? Enjoying yourself helps relieve
stress. Doing an activity you enjoy probably
means you’re good at it providing a sense of
achievement boosting your self esteem.
Top Tip 6 – Eat well
There are strong links between what we eat and
how we feel – for example, too much caffeine
and sugar can provide an immediate high but in
the longer term will have a negative effect on
your mood. A balanced diet will contribute to a
balanced state of mind and good mental
wellbeing.

Top Tip 7 – Ask for help
None of us are superhuman. At times we will get tired or overwhelmed by how we feel or when
things go wrong. If things are getting too much for you and you feel you can’t cope, ask for help
and support.
Don’t forget you can contact Carecall 24/7, 365 days a year to talk about any ‘life event’ which
may be troubling you. You can access your free, independent and confidential service by emailing
support@carecallwellbeing.com or by calling: 1800 409 673
Follow our Mental Health Awareness
Week campaign on social media

Carecall
Mental Wellbeing at Work
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Niamh

Northern Ireland Association for Mental Health

1

Comhnasc Cryptic Crossword No. 14 by Pastmistress.
Across:
4

3

2

5

6

7. Get up off your bottom! Your payments are
overdue! (6)
8. Operator! Don’t leave me hanging
on again (2,4)
9. There’s two of them in it! (4)
10. To upset or offend to cause resentment. (8)
11. A very hot thing you might find in
a 4 down! (7)
13. Community spirit. (5)
15. Now that’s something you do
see everyday! (5)
17. Please don’t do that so loudly! (7)
20. Its global, universal and widespread . . .
and that’s not even taking religion into it! (8)
21. My opponent makes me do better even when
he prevents my success! (4)
23. Now that’s both smartand formal! (6)
24. Now here’s one I put together earlier! (6)

8

7

10

9

11

12

13

14

16

15

18

17

19

20

22

21

23

24

Solution to Cryptic Crossword No. 13
1

7

9
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K
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N
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P R O B A T E
14

16

18

17

19

E
E

C
E
E R A T
N
S
I V E
C
L

M
P R
T

I
G
T

22

21

I

B E
E

24

O Z A C
N
E

Down:
1. Second Greek letter. (4)
2. A tiny part of a metre. (6)
3. Don’t be backward about moving
forward! (7)
4. Just the place to bend something
into shape! (5)
5. Confession to a priest and not a
short one! (6)
6. Not Popeye’s girl friend . . . no,
the real thing! (5,3)
12. Situated on an upper floor. (8)
14. Do you get the idea? (7)
16. I was shocked and appalled with my
mouth open . . . . . . . . (6)
18. . . . . . and after 16 down, I had to go through
agony and heartache! (6)
19. You have such cunning ways of
getting the advantage! (5)
22. Now this is a bird in which everything
is long! (4)

SCRIBBLE PAD
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9. A raven
10. Nike
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Rodham
St. Petersburg
Copper & Zinc
Cyprus
Mary Pickford
A scrum
Farsi
Rembrandt

Postcards
George Sand
Calypso
Honest

17.
18.
19.
20.

Edvard Munch
Medena
Surveyers
Meissen
The Iron Chancellor
Hawaii

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

TRÁTH NA gCEIST - Answers

The Winner of Crossword No. 17 was:

Donncha Ó Donnchadha, Clonakilty, Co. Cork
(Cork Branch)

Solutions

2

1

8

3

5

4

S C H O L A R
T
A
I
O
A C R O B A T
I
E
R
A
R U M B A
T U
R
E

12

13

14

7

I N S E T
9

11

10

6

N
O
D R A W
I
N
E S D A
S

I
N
T
Y
P

3

4

5

7

6

9

2

1

8

3

9

4

6

7

2

8

5

1

6

7

1

8

2

5

4

9

3

5

1

7

8

9

4

6

3

2

9

2

8

4

3

1

5

6

7

8

2

6

3

5

1

9

4

7

5

3

9

1

4

2

7

8

6

2

7

1

9

4

3

5

6

8

4

3

5

2

8

7

1

9

1

6

2

3

8

7

9

4

5

6

4

8

7

9

5

6

3

2

1

9

8

5

7

1

6

4

2

3

7

9

6

5

1

4

8

3

2

4

3

9

2

6

7

1

8

5

8

1

4

2

7

3

6

5

9

1

5

8

4

3

9

2

7

6

2

5

3

6

9

8

1

7

4

7

6

2

1

8

5

3

9

4

Scribble Pad

15

D A C T Y L
S T R O K E
E
L
I
A
N U A N C E S
F A T S O
T
P
O
S
F
T
A
I M P L Y
U N E A R T H
S
E
L
E
T
E
O
T O D D Y
R E A C T O R
16

17

22

24

18

HARD

EASY

Answers to
CROSSWORD No. 17

19

20

MEDIUM
6

4

5

8

2

9

7

3

1

3

8

2

6

7

1

5

9

4

1

7

9

4

3

5

2

8

6

4

9

1

2

5

7

8

6

3

2

5

3

9

6

8

1

4

7

8

6

7

3

1

4

9

2

5

5

2

4

7

8

3

6

1

9

7

3

6

1

9

2

4

5

8

9

1

8

5

4

6

3

7

2

21

23

25
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